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parliamentary government. Mirabeau declares openly in a
letter to La Marckl that the triumvirate and Orleanists had
intrigued with Danton, and had bribed him with a large sum;
but all such stories have been proved to be false by the
careful examination of his monetary affairs during the
Revolution, which has been published by M. Bougeart. He
had sufficient wealth without being bribed, for on the abolition
of the "avocats aux eonseils," he received 220,000 livres as
compensation for the suppression of his office. His mastery
of a style of popular eloquence led to his pre-eminence in the
club of the Cordeliers. He there assembled round him all the
most advanced revolutionists of Paris; for the Jacobin Club, it
must be remembered, was at first under the influence of such
constitutional deputies as Clerrnont-Tonnerre, and then under
that of Duport and the Laineths, until Eobespierre became its
hero. With Danton at the Cordeliers sat the witty writer
Camille Desnioulins, whose opinions were greatly influenced
by those of his powerful friend, Collet d'Herbois the dramatic
author, Fabre d'JEgiantine the young poet, and the butcher
Legendre. Danton then offered himself for administrative posts,
and he was elected twenty-first out of the thirty-six adminis-
trators of the department of the Seine, in February, 1791. He
had there shown himself an advanced revolutionist, particularly
on the occasion of the flight to Varennes, and would have been
prosecuted by his colleagues after the massacre of July 17 if
he had not retired to his country seat at Arcis.2 At the
summons of the Legislative Assembly Danton had returned
to Paris, and both in the Cordeliers and the Jacobin clubs had
used his influence to throw contempt upon the Girondin
statesmen. Brissot seemed to him an objectionable "little"
man, who preached about his morality when he had none, and
wished to drag France into war that he might show off as
Minister for Foreign Affairs; and during the early months of
1792 Danton worked hand in hand with Robespierre and

1  Dated March 10,1791.    Correspondence entre Mwabeau et La March,
vol. ii. p. 240.

2  Yol. i. chap. xv. pp 456, 461, 4G4.